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committed, to proclaim lit once pardon and rewards to him
that shall discover his accomplices. This, my lords, is an
apparent temptation to perjury; and yet no inconve-
niencies have arisen from it, that can reasonably induce
us to lay it aside.

Perjury may in the execution of this law be detected by
the same means as on other occasions; and whenever it is
detected, ought to be rigorously punished , and I doubt
not but in a short time the difficulties and inconveniencies
which are asserted in the preamble of this bill to have
attended the putting the late act in execution, would spee-
dily have vanished ; the number of delinquents would have
been every day lessened, and the virtue and industry of
the nation would have been restored.

It is not, indeed, asserted, that the execution of the late
act was impossible, but that it was attended with diffi-
culties ; and when, my lords, was any design of great im-
portance effected without difficulties? It is difficult, without
doubt, to restrain a nation from vice; and to reform a
nation already corrupted, is still more difficult. But as
both, however difficult, are necessary, it is the duty of
government to endeavour them, till it shall appear that no
endeavours can succeed.

For my part, my lords, I am not easily persuaded to
believe that remissness will succeed, where assiduity has
failed; and, therefore, if it be true, as is supposed in the
preamble, that the former act was ineffectual by any defects
in itself, I cannot conceive that this will operate with
greater force. I cannot imagine that appetites will be
weakened by lessening the danger of gratifying them, or
that men who will break down the fences of the law to
possess themselves of what long habits have, in their opi-
nion, made necessary to them, will neglect it, merely
because it is laid in their way.

With regard to this act, my lords, it is to be inquired,
whether it is likely to be executed with more diligence
than the former, and whether the same obstacles may not
equally obstruct the execution of both.

The great difficulty of the  former method, a method